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A Letter from the President

I’ve been fortunate to be part of several Valpo 
Parks Foundation projects since 1998—the 
new park office at Foundation Meadows, the 
Service Memorial, Butterfly Meadow and 
Central Park, along with shelters, pathways 
and playgrounds. But the “pinnacle” of success 
for me was the original ValPLAYso, built in 
1994. Hearing story after story of volunteers 
working side by side and building something 
so incredible, I jumped at the chance to have 
a front row seat for “ValPLAYso - The Next 
Generation” in 2014! 
The process began more than a year before a 
shovel was put in the ground. The time and 
effort it took to develop plans, procure tools 
and materials, enlist volunteers, and raise 
private funds to accomplish this goal was 
nothing short of heroic. By October 6, the 
task of actually building it was upon us, the 
community, and we got it done. For one week, 
hundreds of volunteers dug holes, poured 
concrete, cut boards, painted, and performed 

dozens of tasks, all 
with the common 
goal of building a fully 
accessible playground 
for the next generation 
of children. The spirit 
of community is 
something that can’t 
easily be described, but 
was undeniably evident 
to anyone there. 
That spirit continues 
to thrive in Valparaiso as we witness the 
expansion of Central Park. With completion 
by August 2015, it will be a hub for year-
round activities, including ice skating under 
the William E. Urschel Pavilion, opening 
in November. The Parks Foundation is 
more dedicated than ever to looking for 
opportunities to enhance our community. 
Thank you all for your never-ending support 
by donating your time and treasures to further 
enhance Valparaiso’s quality of life!

Jeff Lewis
Premier  

Diamond 

Gold 

THANK YOU
A Special

to our 

Gifts to the Valparaiso Parks 
Foundation are tax deductible to 
the fullest extent allowed by law.

GET INVOLVED
Attend an event, join a committee or volunteer
Support the Face Place at ValPLAYso

1.	Purchase a faceplate - visit www.valplayso.com

2.	Purchase naming rights. Have portions of the park 
named for your organization or family, including 
naming of the Face Place Plaza.

DONATE ONLINE
Be part of  Valparaiso’s bright 
tomorrow, by sharing  
your passion time and money 
with us today. 

Scan the QR 
Code to go 
to our online 
donation page.

Contact Us: 
Barbie Johnson, Administrative Assistant
bjohnson@valpo.us

John Seibert, Parks Director
jseibert@valpo.us

Donna Hannah, Parks Foundation Director of Development
dhannah@valpo.us  



What We Do
Recent Projects:
•	 ValPLAYso
•	 Central Park Plaza
•	 Butterfly Meadow Picnic Shelters

Horizons We’re Expanding:
•	 Youth Sports Task Force
•	 Open Space Property Donations
•	 Future Park Opportunities
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Board of 
Directors
Jeff Lewis  
Foundation Board President  
Design Organization

Bruce Berner 
Valparaiso University School of Law 

Wade Breitzke 
We Create Media 

Chris Campbell 
Centier Bank 

Monica Decker 
Flanagin Bulk Mail Service

Julie Douglas 
Univ. of Notre Dame School of Law

Kaye Frataccia 
Empower Porter County

Cheryl Harmon 
Porter Regional Hospital

Dan Marchetti 
Urschel Laboratories 

Mark Ritzi 
Horizon Bank 

Jerry Rodenbarger 
Vale Park Animal Hospital

Jon Schmaltz 
Burke Costanza Carberry LLP

Nick Sommer 
Century 21 Alliance Group

Martin Sonnenberg 
Task Force Tips 

Gerold Stout  
Hoeppner, Wagner & Evans 
Foundation Attorney

Jamie Sulcer
Chicago Title

Diane Tiemann 
CSI

Tim VerSchure 
Lakeside Wealth Management Group  

Tim Warner 
Centier Bank

John Seibert  
Valpo Parks  
Foundation Executive Director

Leave A Legacy

The Evergreen Society was established to ensure our parks are preserved and protected 
for years to come. To learn more about the EverGreen Society, call Director John Seibert 
at 219.462.5144

Become a member of the EverGreen Society

2014

$100,000 and Above 
Urschel Laboratories, Inc. 
$50,000 and Above 
Porter Regional Hospital
$10,000 and Above 
Task Force Tips
$5,000 to $9,999 
Vale Park Animal Hospital /  
Dr. Jerry & Linda Rodenbarger 
$1,000 to $4,999 
Ace Hardware
Anderson Foundation
Berglund Construction
Blachly, Tabor, Bozik & Hartman
Brian & Dawn Mosley
Bruce & Linda Berner
Centier Bank
Coldwell Banker Residential (Susie Tucker)
Computer Services Inc.
Design Organization
Don Quijote Restaurante
Donald & Marilyn Turner
Douglas, Koeppen & Hurley
Dr. Jerry & Linda Rodenbarger
Flanagin’s Bulk Mail
Growing Kids Growing Centers
Harold & Terrie Howie
Hines Plumbing, Inc.
Horizon Bank
ICON, Inc.
Indiana Beverage
Irene Malasto
Ivan & Pat Bodensteiner
Jeff & Clara Cleary
Karl & Wilma Cender
Kiwanis Club of Valparaiso
Lakeside Wealth Management
Larry & Laura Evans
Luke Oil

NiSource Charitable Foundation
Paul Sur Buick GMC
Porter County Community Foundation
Psi Iota Xi Sorority
Steiner Homes, Ltd.
Strack & Van Til / Town & Country
Stu & Megan Summers
Thorgren Tool & Molding
Tonn & Blank Construction
UFSC
ValPlayso Children’s Committee
VHS Class of 1996
Wayne & Beth Welter
We Create Media
$500 to $999 
Accent Dental
Bershire Hathaway HomeServices
Boom Graphics
Burke, Costanza & Carberry
Catalyst Tech Solutions
Century 21  Alliance Group
Chase Bank
Culver’s - Valparaiso
Delta Theta Tau Sorority
Digital Graphics Solutions
Dr. E. Ric & Kaye Frataccia
Gregory & Appel Insurance
Kohl’s Store #473
Lieske & Nondorf Family Dentistry
Mark & Annette Ritzi
McAfee Animal Hospital
Methodist Hospitals
Oak Partners
Ozinga Brothers Ready Mix
Pesto’s
Randall Industries
Troyer Group
Two Men and a Truck
WalMart - Valparaiso
Whitcomb Trucking, Inc.

2014 Foundation Sponsors & Donors



Champion Sponsor ($250,000)
Family Express

Premier Sponsors ($100,000)
Anonymous Private Donor 
Anonymous Private Donor 

Platinum Sponsors ($25,000)
G.E. Marshall 
1st Source Bank 
Jacki Stutzman
Kelli Cleary Longacre Memorial 
Porter Regional Hospital 
The Grounds Specialists
The Times Media Company
Thorgren Tool & Molding Co., Inc.
Urschel Laboratories, Inc.
Vale Park Animal Hospital /  
Dr. Jerry & Mrs. Linda Rodenbarger

Gold ($10,000)
Boyd Asphalt
Centier Bank 
Chester, Inc. 
CSI 
Design Organization 
Douglas & Kathy McMillan 
Dr. E. Ric & Mrs. Kaye Frataccia
Kiwanis Club of  Valparaiso
Northwestern Indiana Building  
    & Construction Trades Members
Porter County Community Foundation
Rotary Club of Valparaiso
 SC Johnson Grant 
Task Force Tips, Inc
 Tri Kappa Sorority
Vogelsang Asset Management 

Silver ($5,000) 
Douglas, Koeppen & Hurley 
Grace, Laurel & Islay Welter 
Growing Kids Learning Center
Indiana Beverage 
Ozinga
Paul and Candy VonTobel 
Smith Ready Mix
 ValPLAYSO Children’s Committee
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

Bronze ($2,500)
AM Stabilizers
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Bison Financial GroupBurke, Costanza, 
and Carberry 
Catalyst Tech Solutions 
Century 21 Alliance Group
First Merchants Bank, Valparaiso
General Insurance Services 
Hampton Inn and Suites, Valparaiso 
Home Depot, Valparaiso 
Ivan and Pat Bodensteiner
Jon and Sharon Costas
Lakeside Wealth Management 
Masterlink Concrete Pumping
McAfee Animal Hospital
Metro Recycling
Mutton Tent Rental
Opportunity Enterprises
Powder Processing and Technology, LLC
Psi Iota Xi Sorority
Regional Federal Credit Union
Steindler Signs and Graphix 
Teachers Credit Union
Valparaiso Firefighters Local 1124 
Von Tobel Lumber, Valparaiso
Walmart Valparaiso
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Thanks to the thousands of hometown 
heroes who also donated and volunteered 
to make this ALL possible!

Friends & Legends  
Reception

May 8, 2014  
Honored Bruce Berner  

and Mary Leonard

2014 Events

Creekside Classic

July 17, 2014  
Creekside Golf Course

Party in the Park

August 16, 2014  
All Proceeds benefitted 

ValPLAYso
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SHARE YOUR
passion, time and money.
We depend on you today and tomorrow.

Visit us online at www.ValpoParksFoundation.org

Friends & 
Legends  

Reception
May 7, 2015  

Save the Date

Proceeds from the following Valpo Parks 
Foundation events support the Foundation and 
ultimately benefit the Valpo Parks system. 

Creekside 
Classic

Party in 
the Park

July 16, 2015  

Nov 14, 2015  

THANK YOU

Premier  
Urschel Laboratories, Inc.

Premier  
Task Force Tips, Inc.

Gold 
Porter Regional Hospital

 to our 2015 Event Partners

Show your commitment to the Valparaiso Parks Foundation and 
their mission by becoming a Partner.  For more information, 
contact Donna Hannah at dhannah@valpo.us. 

Gold 
Vale Park Animal Hospital

Silver
Centier Bank
Dr. E. Ric & Kaye Frataccia
Lakeside Wealth Management
Steiner Homes Ltd.
Thorgren Tool & Molding
Tonn & Blank Construction

Platinum 
AM Stabilizers

Stay in Touch...
Connecting online at  
ValpoParksFoundation.org

Follow us on facebook  
/ValpoParks

Follow us on twitter 
@ValpoParks


